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EXT. LIPS HOUSE - DAY

Lip steps outside. C oses the door behind him He stands
there, fighting back tears.

A beat .

Then he hears LAUGHTER approaching. Lip quickly w pes his
face. Straightens hinmself. Puts the mask back on. PH L (17)
approaches with two FRIENDS. Phil spots Lip. He inmediately
| ooks down at Lip's beat-up sneakers.

PHI L
Dam, Lip.

Li p keeps wal ki ng.
PHI L ( CONT' D)

What the hell you got on your feet ny
dude?

H's friends |augh. Lip doesn't stop wal king. Phil doesn't
i ke being ignored. He steps directly into Lip's path.

PHI L ( CONT' D)
Answer me when | talk to you

Lip | ooks at him

LIP
I'mlate for school.

PHI L
In those? Bra his shoes | ook |ike they
got arthritis. Ni gga shoes got a
testinony. He got on a pair of air
Abr ahans.

More laughter. Phil |ooks Lip who is also |aughing.

LIP
VWhat, the air Abraham s was funny.

Phil |ooks mad that Lip is |aughing.

LIP
|"'msorry, | forgot you need ne to
hurt so you can feel better about
yourself. I'"'ma go cry now.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

Phil | ooks Lip up and down. Cheap clothes. O d backpack. Wrn
shoes. Lip tries to nove around him Phil bl ocks hi magain.

PH L ( CONT' D)
Did | say you could | eave?

Phil suddenly jerks forward |like he's going to punch him Lip
flinches. Everybody |aughs. Lip hates hinmself for flinching
nore than he hates them for |aughing. Phil sees it. Smles.
He knows he's got him

PHI L ( CONT' D)
That's what | thought.

Lip stares at him Somet hi ng changes.

LI P
You done?

The smle | eaves Phil's face. He shoves Lip hard. Lip hits
the ground. Hi s backpack opens. Books spill across the
sidewal k. The pill bottle rolls out. Phil |ooks down. Lip

i mredi ately reaches for the pills. Phil steps on the bottle.
Lip freezes.

LIP
Move your foot.

Phil | eans down and grabs the pill bottle. He opens it up.
Lip shoots to his feet and reaches for it.

LIP
Gve it here!

PHI L
You want em go get em

Phill slings the pills out everywhere. Lip just stands there
| ooki ng shocked. Lips turns to Phil.

LIP
Those were ny nothers! She needs them

Phi | wal ks past Lip.

PHI L
Bet you won't ignore ne again.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

Lip looks at the enpty pill bottle in disbelief. H's books
scattered around him Sonething is building behind Lip's
eyes. Not hatred.

Hel pl essness.

He's hel pl ess against his nother's illness. Hel pl ess agai nst
Phil. Hel pl ess agai nst being broke. Hel pl ess agai nst
everything. Lip | ooks down at his beat-up shoes.

A | ong beat.

Lip picks up his backpack and starts to walk to school. After
a couple of steps he stops. Lip stands there for a couple of
seconds then turns around and starts wal king in the other
direction.

CUT TO



